Instant Messaging Status -> 
Buddy Categories -> 
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Recipient lists instant messaging 
senders whose messages will be 
accepted. 
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Recipient produces a list of sender 
categories 
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Recipient assigns status indicators for 
each sender category produced 
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Each potential sender is assigned to 
one or more of the sender categories 
produced. 
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In each active session, Recipient 
selects from several status indicators 
for each sender category 
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FIG. 2 



Sender's instant Messaging software queries 
recipient's contact list categories and status 
indicators to determine recipients availability and 
receptivity to receive instant messages 
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Availability and status of recipient sent to sender 
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Availability and status of recipient is displayed or 
reported to sender 
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Sender notes the availability status and makes 
decision as to whether to send instant message 
or not to recipient 



Sender is blocked from sending an instant 
message to recipient 
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FIG. 3 



